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OFFICIAL COMINGS AND GOINGS OF THE 1st TEXAS INFANTRY - COMPANY L (“THE LONE STAR RIFLES”) HOOD’S BRIGADE ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA
[image: image2.jpg]



  Picacho Peak 2008 – Battle of Glorietta Pass
AFTER ACTION REPORT

Picacho 2008 It has been a good year of re-enacting so far. We broke off from the ACWC in January, participated in the Battle of Fredericksburg at Pioneer Village and also successfully baptized several new brave Texians at the Battle of Picacho Pass in March – the best Picacho event I have been party to in my three years as a re-enactor in Arizona. Several positive observations – Bob Smith ran a great event as overall Confederate Commander – despite misgivings from other unnamed parties prior to the event– Bob rose to the occasion, had a great battle plan – running the Confederate units as a brigade rather than several disconnected units which gave the most authentic portrayal of the two New Mexico Battles (Glorietta Pass and Val Verde) that I have experienced in my three years of re-enacting at Picacho – and as I have read several books on Glorietta and Val Verde – you can trust my opinion . Also, the limitation of the camps to flying Texas flags contributed to the overall atmosphere of the Sibley campaign in New Mexico. Bob will get my recommendation to be overall Confederate Commander for as long as he is willing – we need this type of continuity to build the reputation of this event. Also, Major Tom Akins who was the number 2 Confederate Officer in Command was a great addition as Bob’s operations officer. 

Fredericksburg - this one was originally Mike Groff’s and my idea beginning about a year ago and subsequently was “taken over” by the ACWC – while we participated in January, the politics around this one caused us to resign from the ACWC.  The event was a success as we had about 25 Confederates and 30 Union troopers participate at Pioneer Village on the outskirts of Phoenix. We were allowed to build a permanent wall of stones and logs near the old stage stop to simulate Maryes Heights and we will be building some gabions and other earthworks in the near future. Todd who runs Pioneer has assured me and Latigo that we are free to drill, hold live fires, skirmishes or full-scale battles on weekends whenever they do not have a scheduling conflict.  Go to www.Pioneer-Arizona.com and click on the “online tour” for pictures of the 30 historical buildings onsite. This is the best re-enacting locale in all of Arizona as we have a full town and can have full-scale battles as well as town battles like Vicksburg and Fredericksburg. Jim Cigan one of our founding members is the Sheriff at Pioneer and he and Latigo hold  weekly gunfights in the most lawless town west of the Pecos. Anyone wanting to do a little double duty as a gunfighter – talk to these guys as they are resident experts.
March Meeting – Thanks to Corporal Terry and Xana Fehr for hosting the event at their house – our first ever full unit meeting. The event was well-attended and we appear to have the beginnings of what may become a very popular ladies–auxiliary unit as well. 
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RANDOM COMINGS AND GOINGS

· A Lone Star - to Jim Mitchell our California-Based Ordinance Sergeant for training our new Texians on the proper use of their firearms as well as fixing several jammed weapons.
· A Lone Star to Mike Groff and Scott Mitchell for participating in their 5th Picacho Event – that’s a lot of Yankees shot at over five years!!!
· A Lone Star – to Jim Cigan for finding the full words and an audio tape of the Yellow Rose of Texas, written in 1852 (included in this newsletter). We will be learning the full song or a portion of it as a unit and I may purchase a drum for the unit to support the tune when we are marching to battle. It is an AWESOME SONG and will make us the envy of all units on the field as we have several good baritones in the group – I want us to learn this by the next Picacho and I will see if I can get us some publicity with one of the local TV stations next year. 
· A Lone Star to Dwayne “Latigo” Foster for hand crafting two leather flag carriers and 2 iron camp flag holders for the unit.
· A Lone Star – to Mike Groff, Terry Fehr and Randall Rikey for their work in running the camps at Picacho and Fredericksburg.
· A Lone Star to Lee Gordon for cooking a great breakfast on Sunday morning at Picacho and guarding the camp throughout the campaign.

· A Lone Star to all of the new Texians in the unit, Rae Whitley, Carter Powers, John Kelly, Joe Hines, John and Meg Watt,  Matthew Cigan, Rick Travers and Danny Travers
· Keep your eyes and ears out for the SouthWest Civil War Association which will soon be the largest and most well organized civil war re-enacting organization in the history of Arizona – what it means for us? – Potentially 3-4 large events per year in Arizona to complement our crown jewel event - Picacho – more opportunities to shoot at Yankees!!!!!

· A Lone Star – to Rick and Danny Travers our farthest resident Texians who live in Colorado and flew down to Picacho to participate in their first ever Civil War Battle. Rick is a fellow attorney who practices in the area of real estate law – actually he is trying to assist Confederates who lost their land in the Great War by suing the yankee carpet-baggers who swept in after the war. Rick killed at least 12 yankees that I counted during Picacho and Danny shot an assassin who was trying to sneak up on Colonel Bob Smith of the 5th Texas.
· Everyone in the unit will be getting a 2008 Picacho Peak unit picture from me for your effort and participation.
Glorietta Pass Battle - The 1966 Sergio Leone film The Good, the Bad and the Ugly refers obliquely to the battle, setting one scene at Johnson's Ranch where the Confederates appear to be guarding their supply wagons around the time of the battle.
CONFEDERATE HUMOR

COWARD... A Confederate expression used to express a coward, “He developed a case of Yankee Chills."
ROOSTER... The Confederate Army won many of the battles in the beginning and the middle of the war. One reason was that the Union were the invaders and were attacking fortified positions. The Confederates were entrenched and defending their homeland. They described it best with the expression, “A rooster fights best on his own hill."

 FREE WHISKEY... A soldier, who was habitually drunk, publicly announced to all the men in his company and surrounding companies that he was swearing off drinking and that all the other soldiers should give up this foul habit also. The other soldiers would tease him to fall off the wagon by giving him whiskey and get him drunk. Every morning he would be back preaching about the sins of alcohol. One day his tent mate told him he ought to give up preaching about the evils of the jug as he always ends up drunk. With a twinkle in his blood shot eyes he said " what, and give up all that free whiskey?"

If you have a velvet painting of General Lee in your Parlor...you might be a Confederate.

If you know Jack Daniels personally...you are a Confederate.
How many yankees does it take to eat a porcupine? 3 one to eat two to look for traffic!

TRIVIA
1. What was the largest city in the Confederacy?  See end of newsletter for the answers.

2. What was the largest city in the Union?  

3. Which Union Commander said “if I owned Hell and Texas, I would rent out Texas and live in Hell?

4. What were the Raccoon Roughs and what State were they from?

5. Where was Robert E. Lee serving before the Civil War?

6. Where was the Capitol of the Confederacy at the outbreak of the war?

7. Who was the dog called stonewall? Leroy – you and Tommy better know this one!!!!!!!

8. What was an Arkansas toothpick?

9. What did Joshua Chamberlain do after the war?
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
April 26,   –  Sat. 9.00 AM  Evergreen Cemetery at Oracle and Prince Roads in Tucson. Contact myself or Terry Fehr if you would like to attend.
April 27 – Sunday - Phoenix Confederate Memorial Day  Ceremony -  9:30 AM – Greenwood Memorial Cemetery at 2300 W. Van Buren in Phoenix.

May 3 and 4th – Battle of Glorietta Pass – Santa Fe, New Mexico. 1st Texas Artillery will be attending – let me know if anyone wants to attend and I will get you in touch with Mike Vander Maten
June 7th– Tentative meeting at Terry and Xana Fehr’s House for the 1st Texas 
July 4-6th – Gettysburg Re-enactment – Pennsylvania.

August 8-10 – Lava River Tactical with 1st New Mexico and 3rd U.S. near Flagstaff. We will have over 10,000 forested acres to fight in!!!!  No spectators. (Maximum participation event)

September 27, 28th – Dead Horse Ranch State Park in Cottonwood. 2 full days of battles. (Maximum Participation event)

October 18, 19th – Fresno Invitational in California.

November 1, 2nd  - Spring Mountain Ranch Event – Las Vegas Nevada.
November 22nd and 23rd– Tentative event with 3rd U.S., 1st New Mexico and 5th Texas at Pioneer Village – Phoenix Arizona.(Maximum Participation Event)

The Yellow Rose of Texas

The Yellow Rose of Texas is one of the songs widely identified in the public mind with the Lone Star State. It is a good song and certainly was known to the Tennessee army and Hood’s Texas Brigade during the war, as we will see in a minute. 

The Yellow Rose was first issued as sheet music in 1858, and the New York City publishers identified its author only as "J. K." The actual identity of this composer has never been established. It was reissued during the war by a music publishing house in Macon, Georgia, Confederate States of America. Popular not only during the war, it has remained a widely-loved classic to this day. 

The origins of the song are as mysterious as its unnamed author. Attempts by Texas folklorists to claim that the song was in oral circulation during the time of the Texas republic are patriotic but completely unpersuasive. 

It seems somewhat likely that the song was inspired by an alleged incident of the Battle of San Jacinto. According to some sources, the Mexican General Santa Anna was detained at the start of the battle by his entanglement with a mulatto women named Emily, a Texan lass who was traveling with the General in a questionable capacity. Some suggest that she is the Yellow Rose celebrated in the ballad. 

Whatever the inspiration, here are the words of this classic: 

There's a yellow rose of Texas 

That I am going to see. 

No other fellow knows her, 

No other, only me. 

She cried so when I left her, 

It like to broke my heart, 

And if I ever find her, 

We never more will part. 

Chorus: 

She's the sweetest rose of color 

This soldier ever knew. 

Her eyes are bright as diamonds. 

They sparkle like the dew. 

You may talk about your dearest May 

And sing of Rosa Lee, 

But the Yellow Rose of Texas 

Is the only girl for me. 

Where the Rio Grande is flowing 

And the starry skies are bright, 

She walks along the river 

In the quiet summer night. 

She thinks if I remember 

When we parted long ago. 

I promised to come back again 

And never leave her so. 

Chorus: She's the sweetest…reprise. 

Oh now I'm going to find her, 

For my heart is full of woe. 

And we'll sing the song together 

That we sang so long ago. 

We'll play the banjo gaily, 

And we'll sing the song of yore, 

And the Yellow Rose of Texas 

Shall be mine for ever more. 

Chorus: She's the sweetest, etc. 

Some versions use this alternate last line of the chorus: 

But the Yellow Rose of Texas 

Beats the girls of Tennessee. 

The following additional words were composed by downcast soldiers of the Army of Tennessee after Hood's disastrous battles at Franklin and Nashville. Since Hood began his retreat on December 16, 1864, this verse must have originated after that date: 

Oh, now I'm marching southward. 

My heart is full of woe. 

I'm going back to Georgia, 

To see my Uncle Joe. 

You may talk about your Beauregard 

And sing of General Lee, 

But the gallant Hood of Texas 

Played hell in Tennessee. 

It is not clear whether "Uncle Joe" refers to the popular Governor Joe Brown of Georgia, or the well-respected General Joe Johnston, whom Hood had supplanted as commander of the Tennessee Army. The governor seems more likely, as General Johnston was not recalled from retirement until February 23, 1865. By that time the Texans of the Army of Tennessee were enroute to the Carolinas for a final confrontation with Sherman, their old adversary. 

Answers
1. New Orleans

2. New York

3. Phillip Sheridan who hated the South with a passion.

4. They were a volunteer regiment raised as part of the 6th Alabama – who wore COON-SKIN CAPS just like Davy Crockett.

5. He was a Lieutenant Colonel - 2nd in command  of a Texas cavalry regiment

6. Montgomery Alabama until May 1861 at which point it was moved to Richmond Virginia.

7. He was a mascot of the Richmond Howitzers – he was taught to attend roll call and would sit on his haunches at the end of the line. He also rode in the safety of the limber when the cannons were moved.

8. A knife

9. He refused a commission from the regular army. Served as Governor of Maine (1866-1870) and was then President of Bowdoin College from 1871 to 1883. He spent his later years as a businessman in Florida and helped fund and build the Florida East Coast Railway running from St. Augustine to the Florida Keys – the reason Miami developed out of swampland in the 1930’s.The guy was an all- around Renaissance Man – talented at many levels.   
Until next time – Keep your rifles loaded and your whiskey close. (or is that “your women loaded with whiskey and rifles close?”)
Joe Spikes – Captain 1st Texas Infantry, Company L   - 480-575-2729  for questions on events contact myself or Corporal Terry Fehr at 623-547-5886
